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It’s February and my optimism for the year is well founded. I hope the rest of you found 

January to represent a change in the past year and while the Chargers choked, for the rest of us 

Party On.  

 

The rains were a welcome relief from the drought we are suffering but it would have been 

nice to space it out a little. Could someone put in that request?  

 

As for the chamber, we are off to a great start. The January Sundowner hosted by the 

Fallbrook Film Factory at Pala Casino was perhaps one of the best sundowners we have had. 

February is at Pacific Western Bank so check our new website (thank you very much Ruthie) 

and community calendar for that and any other events.  As a reminder, if you have any event 

you would like to see added to the calendar please contact Ruthie at the office. 

 

 Events we are planning thus far are a Shopping Spree similar to what we held last year 

and the Bonsall Country Festival in October. Things we are talking about include the River 

Village Walk, group advertising with the Village News, a beautification project at the Y in front 

of the Bonsall Elementary School, a meeting with former chamber members to bring them back 

to the fold and Christmas tree lighting in River Village. 

 

 Of course, we are open to other ideas and suggestions that you, the members, find of benefit. 

This is your Chamber of Commerce and you get out what you put in. Check the calendar for 

the sundowners and participate. 

 

Seth Essenfeld 
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Finally, now more than ever it is important to support our local farmers and growers as our community 

struggles with the Med Fly situation.      

The Med fly is the most serious pest in California and the US, by far, if not the entire world.  It has over 300 

host crops it attacks, mostly fruits but vegetables too.  As we live in a community of residential and commercial 

growers, this could easily compromise the local Agricultural Community if left unchecked, not to mention all of 

California's Ag Community.   Having a quarantine area, like Bonsall, Fallbrook, or San Diego is a huge 

disruption- it costs us money, time, worry, and undercuts the perception our customers might have of us- 

organic, sustainable, clean, nutritious.  What can we do as a community?  Adhere to the quarantine, offer 

support to your neighbor that may be losing his cash crop and shop your Bonsall Certified Farmers’ Market.   

For more information go to the CDFA - www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/ 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Erica Perko- Honorary Mayor, BEF President 
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Pacific Western Bank is the 17th largest commercial bank headquartered in 
California out of over 300 financial institutions, with $5.5 billion in assets as 

of September 30, 2009. Pacific Western Bank is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
PacWest Bancorp (Nasdaq: PACW). 

 
For over 27 years, Pacific Western Bank has served small and medium-sized 
businesses and their principals throughout California. Today, Pacific Western 

Bank has over 950 employees and 69 full-service community banking branches 
including 10 branches of the former Affinity Bank branches located throughout 

Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego Counties. 
Former Affinity Bank branches are also located in San Mateo, San Francisco 

and Ventura Counties. 
 

As one of the premier banking franchises in the country, we are guided by 
the highest standards of service, value, integrity and fairness. Our financial 
strength, stability and security have us well-positioned to meet your banking 

needs and exceed your expectations. 
 

Pacific Western Bank provides entrepreneurs and established companies 
with cost-effective banking solutions without compromising quality of service. 
We have developed a comprehensive suite of products and services to help 
optimize cash flow and enhance the operating efficiency of your business. 
Additionally, we have a broad range of lending solutions to accommodate 
both short and long-term financing needs. Through its commercial finance 
companies BFI Business Finance and First Community Financial, Pacific 

Western also provides working capital financing to growing companies located 
throughout the United States. 

 
Pacific Western Bank takes great pride in responding to the needs of our 
communities by supporting organizations and activities that enhance the 

quality of life where our employees work, live and do business. We believe our 
greatest strength lies in what we can accomplish together and, through the 
Pacific Western Bank Charitable Fund, we play an active role in supporting 

many community programs and events 
. 

Pacific Western Bank participates in the FDIC’s Transaction Account Guarantee 
Program, which means that all non-interest bearing accounts are fully insured 

by the FDIC regardless of your balance through June 30, 2010. Thereafter, the 
coverage will be up to $250,000 per depositor, through December 31, 2013. 

����



����
����
����
����
����
         

                           Thank you to Susana Shattuck for the Photos    
 

            
 

                 
 
 

         
 

        
 

    
 
     


