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On Nov 7 the Bonsall Chamber of Commerce held their annual installation dinner to install the 2010 Board of 

Directors.   

 

The mission statement of the board is “To advance the general welfare and prosperity of the Bonsall Area so that 

it’s citizens and all areas of its business community shall prosper. All necessary means of promotion shall be given to the 

economic, civic, commercial, cultural, industrial and educational interests of the area.” 

 

To that end, I am inviting all citizens of Bonsall and those in its sphere of influence to get more involved with our 

community and the Chamber. Over the next year, events will be taking place in our community that will shape our future 

including the widening of Highway 76, quarry impact, etc.   My intention is to have the Chamber be involved in those 

events as they unfold.  I will ask all chamber members whether they oppose or support each event and, if the response is 

strong enough, recommend to the board we take a pubic stand expressing the wishes of our members.  All Chamber 

members will also be asked what the Chamber can do for our community and perhaps as important, what the Chamber can 

do for our members. 

 

I would like to congratulate the 2010 Board of Directors: 

 

Stan Neiman - Neiman’s Collision Center 

Tom Metier - Coldwell Banker Landmark Group 

Cory Carrier - ACE Mobile Music 

Ron Coulombe - President, Bonsall Rotary, Coulombe Law Firm 

Chelsea Good - The Boulevard Magazine 

Ruthie Harris - Sourdough Pizza 

Julie Koleszar – Bonsall Education Foundation 

Karyn Wilson – Bonsall Village Florist 

 

I’m looking forwarding to making 2010 a great year. I again, invite you to join the Chamber.  Please give us a call or stop 

in at our office at River Village next to the huge American flag. 

 

Seth Essenfeld 
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Happy New Year Bonsall!  I am so excited to start the New Year as 

Bonsall’s Honorary Mayor.  In the last two months I have had the privilege 

to participate in several events around town.  I attended a beautiful reception 

at the Historical Ranch House on Camp Pendleton followed by the Evening 

Colors Ceremony.  It was a very moving experience.  I felt truly blessed to 

be in the presence of so many fine Service men and women.  It reinforced a 

great amount of pride I hold in my heart for our country.   

My family and I participated in the 5K Thanksgiving Walk/Run to Feed the Hungry sponsored by the 

Fallbrook Food Pantry.  All three of my children completed the walk that instilled a great feeling of 

accomplishment on several levels.  The Bonsall Chamber Installation took place on November 7 at Pala Mesa 

Resort.  It was a fun night of mingling with Chamber Officers and members.  The Silent Auction got a little 

competitive and the atmosphere was lively.  I had the privilege of accepting the 2009 Community Service 

Leader of the Year Award on behalf of the Bonsall Education Foundation and several recognitions from our 

Assemblymen and Supervisor Horn.  And congratulations to Peking Wok, the Business of the Year recipient.   

Later in the month, my family and I cruised down Main Street in the Annual Christmas Parade.  I was 

able to drive the ’67 Mustang Convertible that I purchased on my own over 20 years ago as a teen.  My sweet 

husband drove and did not tell me until after the parade that the car was overheating.  The best part of the night 

was hearing the crowd yell “BONSALL!” as we drove through.  My daughter, Leila became so excited that she 

would jump up and shout out “Merry Christmas”.  I had to hold her with both my arms to keep her in the car. 

I have had the pleasure of attending several luncheons and organization meetings.  At the Bonsall Woman’s 

Club Annual Christmas Tea, I served tea and treats alongside some inspiring BWC members.  It is tradition to 

have some of the members act as servers for the event.  The backdrop was the elegant Grand Tradition and the 

decorations, tables, and raffle were spectacular.  It was a whirlwind of merriment and good will.  President, Pat 

Harvey presented me with two beautiful wreaths that you see hanging on the doors of the Old School House.  

Once again, the Sullivan Middle School Choir raised a standing ovation and brought tears to the audience’s 

eyes.  

The Chamber Christmas party was held at Sourdough Pizza this year.  We ate great food and wrapped 

up the night with unwrapping gifts in a ‘White Elephant’ exchange.  It was like celebrating the Holidays with 

family.  

As Honorary Mayor, my desire is to learn to preserve the charm, beauty and history of our rural 

community while sharing it with the families and community members that make our town a home.  As a 

passion of mine is education, I would like to see the Old School House restoration begin even if in modest 

measure.   

 We are a community whose strength lies with knowing and helping each other. This time of year we 

feel hope and trepidation about what lies ahead.  What is constant is the opportunity to bring joy to each other.  

In a time where many of our community members may be struggling, there is comfort in knowing we are not 

alone and that a warm “Hello” can go a long way.  I wish you all a healthy and prosperous New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Erica Perko- Honorary Mayor, BEF President 
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                     Andrea Voelker, Richie Sherman, Dave & Erica Perko,           Karen Ramer, Gary McGiboney, Erica Perko, Julie Koleszar                                                                                                                         
                     John Culea, Kevin Jeffries, Bill & Dottie Metcalf 
 
 

All who attended the Installation and Awards Dinner had an enjoyable evening. With Pala Mesa Resort as our 
gracious host, how could the night not be a great success?  The evening started with a cocktail hour and silent auction 
bidding, with everything from wine, trees, (yes trees!) to car details and even an all in one printer, most if not all were 
successful in their ever-watchful bidding wars. 

 
   Richie Sherman, the 2010 Bonsall Dude was introduced as were dignitaries John Culea from Bill Horns office, 
Assemblyman Kevin Jeffries, Erica Perko, 2010 Honorary Mayor, and Chief Bill Metcalf of North County Fire Protection 
District. 
 
Whether you had the Steak or the Chicken, the meal was wonderful  (didn’t see many leftovers on the plates) and the 
brownies for dessert were just what we needed to end our feast, and then on to the Installation and Awards.   Special 
thanks and a certificate were given to Nikki Birchall as a retiring Director.  Nikki served as 2008 Honorary Mayor and in 
2009 chaired the Directory, and Honorary Mayor Race and the Kids Area of the Festival.  The 2010 Board of Directors 
were installed with Seth Essenfeld as President, Stan Neiman as President-Elect, Tom Metier as Treasurer, Cory Carrier 
as Past President, Chelsea Good, Ruthie Harris, Karyn Wilson, Julie Koleszar and Ron Coulombe as Directors. 
 
 The Business of the Year and Community Service Leader of the Year are nominated by the general membership, 
then the committee chooses the top 2-3 in each category to recognize and chooses the winners from the top nominees.  
The committee consists of Board members and past recipients.  This years Business of the Year honors went to Peking 
Wok for their outstanding contributions to the community and local organizations.  This is one business that never say’s 
no to anyone that asks for a donation of any sort.  This year Community Service Leader of the Year honors went to The 
Bonsall Education Foundation for their hard work and diligence to keep various programs in the Bonsall Schools and the 
success of the Bonsall Certified Farmers Market.   

            

 

 
 
 


